
Third Sunday after Easter 2 (4/25/21) 

 The reality and implications of the resurrection can be difficult to fully grasp.   We see the 

disciples having a difficult time understanding what Jesus is saying to them.  Jesus says: a little 

while, and you shall not see me: and again a little while you shall see me, and, because I go to 

the Father.   It is incomprehensible to them.  We as humans tend to limit God’s abilities within 

the small bubble of reality in which we exist.  Then we assert that there is nothing outside of this 

little bubble we have drawn.  Inside that bubble, when a  human person goes away in death, they 

do not come back.  Jesus is speaking here about his death and resurrection, and what lies beyond.  

Before today’s scene, He has already spoken of his death many times and stated that he had the 

power to lay down his life and take it up again - but they are having a difficult time in starching 

their minds to conceive of the reality of the resurrection. 

 We too can have a difficult time in understanding not only the resurrection, but also its 

full implications.  Our culture sees death as a final thing.  More and more people are denying the 

reality of life after death and favor a materialistic explanation in which death of the body is the 

end of you.  This line of thinking leads to hedonism, disregard for God’s law, failures in charity 

towards others, lack of hope in Jesus Christ, and the false belief that we do not need the Church 

and the sacraments that she dispenses for our salvation.  To accept the reality of the resurrection 

is to accept the reality of life after death, to fully accept the reality of life after death means 

having to accept all that Our Lord teaches us regarding this life and God’s plan for humanity, to 

accept this plan is to accept the moral law and the place of the Church in that plan of salvation.   

However, people prefer to make a little bubble in which to operate.  A bubble in which they are 

the ultimate authority, where they can define the moral law, where they can define the nature of 

salvation.  This makes us as humans feel powerful and in control of the great unknown - 

however, there is a problem - reality is not contained by the bubble that humanity draws.  It is 

foolish to think that because you say it, reality follows suit.  There is a greater reality - a whole 

existence apart from this one that we experience, a whole reality of Divinity and timeless and 

eternal life that we can see with a telescope.  This is what Jesus points to. 

 To listen to Him and to understand what he says is to have hope.  Jesus demonstrates that 

death of the body is not a final end.  He is speaking about a life after death which is not in any 



textbook that is used in many of our schools.  He is speaking about an incorporation into His 

risen Body, a spiritual existence that is outside of the bubble of space and time that we find so 

encompassing.  They don’t see it … often we don’t see it.  They have yet to have a basic grasp of 

it - we have the benefit of a greater grasp of the reality enlightened by revelation, but faith is still 

required.  Faith is also required to believe what Jesus says about the temporary nature of our 

difficulties in this life.  Faith is needed to realize that what the world tells us brings joy (money, 

sex, position, power, influence) brings only a temporary “flash in the pan” that will disappear.   

Some may laugh at us sacrificing our time for God, struggling to live the moral law, struggling to 

live charitably towards disagreeable individuals, giving of material resources for Church and 

others, relying on the Sacraments and prayer and devotion.  They see this as a waste of time - but 

this is viewing from only in the bubble.  We engage the life God has laid out for us to reach 

beyond the bubble. 

 Jesus says today: Amen, amen I say to you, that you shall lament and weep, but the world 

shall rejoice; and you shall be made sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned to joy.  We need 

not worry about the laughing and giddy partying that goes on in the world while devotion is 

looked down upon.  The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were given to such merriment and 

laughed at Lot and his family.  But the merrymakers time of happiness was limited.  Only in 

allowing the Lord to transport us to a place where try joy is found is there peace.  Only by 

remaining true to the Lord and His way do we discover that the peace and TRUE joy that can be 

achieved in this life is of a higher quality than the hedonistic pleasure and giddy happiness found 

in the world’s way.  A young man who I was speaking to tester day has begin to discover this.  

After a life of hedonism he is finding a true peace and joy in the Lord’s way .. and has asked to 

be prepared for Baptism.  Only by remaining true to our Baptism and staying in union with the 

risen Christ in true worship, prayer, and the Sacraments - do we enter into that place Jesus has 

prepared for us after we die. 

  As we remain faithful to the Lord and suffer the taunts that fell on him, as we live the life 

He described and have to forgo pleasures of this world, as we engage in true worship of the 

living God we begin to pierce the edge of that human bubble and turn our face in hope to the 

realm that lies beyond where God is all in all.


